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~ The transition from a command
~ to a free market economy in
Kazakhstan created an adverse
business environment for :
agriculture. It has been difficult
for farmers to adapt to the
changing economy. The College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources
at the University of Maryland
completed a three-year project
working with Kazakhstan National
Agrarian University to extend
their educational outreach to the
agricultural sector. Extension
centers were established in three
regions of Kazakhstan to help
farmers improve production,
marketing, and profits. Faculty
exchanges helped train Kazakh
researchers and educators in
developing and conducting farmer
educational programs.
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In 2002, the College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources (AGNR) at

- the University of Maryland (UMD)
_ initiated a three year joint pm;ect
with Kazakh National Agrarian

~ University (KazNAU) to train Kazakh

~ educators to plan and conduct -

~ Extension education programs for
~ farmers and agribusinesses in rural

~ communities. The project was
- funded by the U.S. Department of

. ~ State’s Newly Independent States
~ College & University Partnershlps
. Program '

. Thls publication detalls the pm]ect
~ activities and illustrates specific _

success stories of extending
educational outreach to farmers in
Kazakhstan.
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Daniel C. Mote, President

Located in College Park, Maryland,
UMD is a major research and
teaching institution with the land
grant mission of improving
agriculture in the state of Maryland.
Its outreach arm, Maryland
Cooperative Extension, extends
research to improve productivity of
farms and agribusinesses. AGNR's
efforts extend beyond Maryland’s
borders, as it conducts agricultural
projects worldwide.

Tlektes Espolov, Rector

KazNAU is a major Agricultural
institution located in Almaty,
Kazakhstan. With over 700 research
and teaching faculty, KazNAU is

well positioned to conduct Extension
outreach programs for the
agricultural sector. As part of the
project, an Extension center was
established at KazNau. Professors
Marat Khazimov, Galiya Appakova,
Ukilyay Kerimova, Olga Duka and
graduate student Kazbek Toleubayev
were major participants in the
project.

Other institutional participants

Three other institutions also participated in the project. The Scientific-
Industrial Center of Farming and Plant Production in Almalybak is a 2,000
hectare research facility and home to 300 researchers in hybrid seed and crop
production technology. As part of the project, an Extension center was
established at this institution. Professor Issatay Nurpeissov from this center
participated in the project. The Research Institute of Potato and Vegetable
Farming, located in Kainer, produces new hybrids and seed stock for potatoes
and vegetables for Kazak farmers. Vice Director Bakhytbek Amirov
participated in the project. The Issyk Service Center located in Issyk, is a
farmer consulting organization that assists farmers with input acquisition,
marketing, and information. As part of this project an Extension center was
established at the Service Center. The Director of the Service Center, Zhakup
Kuaibergenov, participated in the project.
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