The Maryland Department of Agriculture is planning training classes to certify poultry technicians in February 2012. Certified Poultry Technicians play an important role in safeguarding Maryland‘s poultry industry not only by testing birds for intrastate and interstate movement but by early detection and reporting of contagious and infectious diseases. 

If you are interested in becoming a Certified Poultry Technician you are invited to register for certified poultry tester training on either February 11, 2012 at the Frederick Animal Health Lab or February 18, 2012 at the Salisbury Animal Health Lab. These training labs will be made up of both classroom and hands-on training.  The training labs will be on Saturdays in February and run about three hours. The starting time for the Frederick class is 1:00 PM and for the Salisbury class is 10:00AM. In case of inclement weather, the registrant will be notified of a makeup date. 

The objectives of both of these training sessions are to instruct the registrants on proper sample collection, handling and submission of poultry test samples. In addition, testers will be taught proper biosecurity practices, pertinent intrastate and interstate poultry regulations, and clinical signs of reportable poultry diseases.
  
The requirements to sign up are: you must be 18 years old or older, you must be able to test a minimum of 250 birds (your own birds can be included in the yearly quota) to maintain your certification, and go through recertification every three years.

Also, if any tester is interested in becoming registered by the Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) to sample birds entering New Jersey (NJ) and New York (NY) Live Bird Markets (LBMS) additional reference materials will be given to you and an annual quiz completed and returned to MDA to ensure that you are compliant with NJ and NY LBMS rules and regulations. 

New testers attending the February training classes can order at our cost Salmonella P/T antigen, leg bands, bleeding loops, pliers, swabs and a PT testing plate. BHI tubes, blood tubes, syringes and forms will be supplied for free.  See attached supply order form.

The attached registration form must be filled out completely and returned to MDA by January 1, 2012 (giving us time to order supplies, and birds to test). The cost of registration is $10.00. 

If there any questions, please contact Melissa Foster-Frederick Poultry Training Presenter at 410-320-8971, fosterms@mda.state.md.us or Kim Arnold- Salisbury Poultry Training Presenter at 410-543-6610, arnoldka@mda.state.md.us. 


N. Jo Chapman, DVM, MPH
Assistant Chief, Animal Health
Maryland Department of Agriculture
50 Harry S. Truman Pkwy
Annapolis, MD 21401 
