4-H Name & Emblem Update:  

Response to the 4-H Name & Emblem Working Group

At the State 4-H Program Leader meeting last week, an update to the 4-H Name & Emblem process was shared.  This update features clarifications and modifications to 4-H Name & Emblem processes and guidance and was the direct result of the recommendations submitted by the 4-H Name & Emblem Working Group about two years ago.  This Working Group was chaired by Jan Seitz and included individuals from across the system.  This update included the following major points:

4-H Name & Emblem is unique 

· Special protection and status from Congress;

· A trademark or copyright does not offer the same level of protection or uniqueness and would put the 4-H Name & Emblem under the authority of the U.S. Patent Office.

      4-H Name & Emblem Regulation Changes

· No change is being made to the basic regulations; however modifications are being made to the guidelines and processes connected to 4-H Name & Emblem.

4-H Name & Emblem Authorization

· The Secretary of Agriculture is the authorizing agent.

· Land-Grant Universities and the Cooperative Extension System have been given the authorization to use the 4-H Name & Emblem not authorization to authorize its use by other entities.

· Private organizations and commercial vendors have additional limitations in their use of the 4-H Name & Emblem.

· To streamline the authorization process, CSREES has created different processes and guidelines for different entities.

4-H Name & Emblem Graphic Standards

· User-friendly graphic standards now available.

Official 4-H Emblems

Two versions of the 4-H Emblem have now been approved for use.  They are identical, except for the placement of the 18 USC 707 statement.  Please see the graphic standards for more information regarding the official emblem and its appropriate use.
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4-H Name & Emblem Working Group Recommendations & Response

1.  Revise the regulations and current documents that articulate the regulations, guidelines and tax information.

· The Regulations will not be revised; as they are still pertinent and relevant.

· The guidelines (or interpretations of the regulations), graphic standards, 4-H Name & Emblem authorization processes, tax information and other documents related to the 4-H Name & Emblem protections and processes have been or will be revised to reflect more current usage and issues.

2.  Change the policy on using the federal statute citation “18 USC 707” with the 4-H Emblem.  Preference was expressed for eliminating it completely or using a TM.

· The 4-H Name & Emblem is a highly valued mark within our country’s history.  As such, it was granted a very unique and special status.  There are few images with this status, the 4-H Name & Emblem is in a category similar to the Presidential Seal and the Olympic Emblem.  Its federal protection makes it a mark “into and of itself” with protection that supersedes the limited authorities of both a trademark and a copyright.  As a result, responsibility and stewardship for the 4-H Name & Emblem was not given to the US Patent Office but was given to a higher level of the federal government, a member of the Cabinet, the Secretary of Agriculture.

· The Secretary has responsibility for the 4-H Name & Emblem, at the direct request of Congress.  If we petitioned for the marks of a registered copyright or trademark, we would be asking to give up the special status and the 4-H Name & Emblem would be subject to the authority and protection of the US Patent Office.

2b.  Eliminate the USC Statement or use the TM

· As a federally protected mark, the 4-H Name & Emblem has special status which allows protection to be in force whether the statement is used or not.

· To protect the 4-H Name & Emblem in today’s marketplace, the Office of General Counsel has required that all commercial vendors and authorized private organizations use the statement to communicate the existence of the protection.  

· This standard also applies to any noncommercial use that is intended to communicate about 4-H Youth Development programs outside the Cooperative Extension System.

· However, all authorized users who are part of the Cooperative Extension System, may internally use the 4-H Name & Emblem either with or without the 18 USC 707 statement at the discretion of the State 4-H Program Leader.

3.  Develop user-friendly graphic standards and support materials to assist states and counties in administering the 4-H Name & Emblem.

· 4 page user-friendly graphic standards

· Support materials (powerpoint templates, charters, letters related to authorization process, etc.).

· Searchable database with information about authorized groups and vendors on website.

4.  Create an Office of 4-H Name & Emblem Advocacy

· The 4-H Name & Emblem Authorization Process and responsibility has been reassigned and a new process has been developed.

· Position of Youth Development Director has brought a focus and visibility to 4-H issues which include 4-H Name & Emblem.

5.  Develop legislation that will allow CSREES to retain money generated from royalties for use of the 4-H Name & Emblem, and create a National 4-H Youth Development Fund through which revenues would be administered.

· Legislative changes will not be pursued by the Secretary.  However, other options involving licensing relationships and fundraising through National 4-H Council will be explored further.

Major Topics Covered in Regulations Revisions

NOTE:  These revisions do not require revision of the Federal Regulations, but a change in the guidelines, policies or practice.

1. Equal Access by all Land Grant University’s to administer the 4-H Name & Emblem.

· Efforts underway to work with the 1890’s and 1994’s to provide professional development and training related to 4-H Youth Development programs.

2. Information Technology Standards

· Working with 4-H Tech Team to update standards related to use of 4-H Name & Emblem in technology applications.

· Templates for animated 4-H Name & Emblems and other electronic media will be available via the website.

· Define an authorized or official 4-H web site:   4-HUSA.org

3. Reinforce Cooperative Extension System Authority as it relates to authorized groups:

· Land Grant Universities (1862’s, 1890’s and 1994’s) and State Cooperative Extension Services have been granted the authority to use the 4-H Name & Emblem; they have not been made authorizing designees for the Secretary of Agriculture.  NOTE:  This is an important distinction, what it means is that within a state, the 4-H Name & Emblem may be used in support of the state programs, but state officials may not authorize other entities beyond the scope of their program to use the 4-H Name & Emblem.

· Does that mean states can’t have t-shirts or mugs made without authorization from National 4-H Headquarters?

· If the t-shirts, mugs or other products are being made in support of the state program or for fundraising for the state program and they are specific to the state (the product specifies the state, county or local program in the graphic), that is considered use and is appropriate.  

· This is also true for any event, activity, project or materials supported by the state, county or local 4-H program.

· These must all follow graphic standards set by National 4-H Headquarters at USDA and be sanctioned by your state or county program.  There must also be documentation that the product, event or activity has been sanctioned.
· Nonspecific use of the 4-H Name & Emblem

However, if the t-shirts, mugs or other product or the event, activity, program, materials or project:

1.  Do not specify a state or local program and are general in nature, or 

2.  Are a private entity separate from the state or local program, or 

3. Are provided by a commercial entity outside the state boundary, 

they must get authorized from National 4-H Headquarters at USDA.

4.  What authorities do private partners and organizations have related to the 4-H Name & Emblem?

· Private entities when sanctioned by an appropriate body within the Cooperative Extension System and authorized by National 4-H Headquarters, are much like the Land Grant Universities and State Cooperative Extension Services and have been granted the authority to use the 4-H Name & Emblem, they have not been made authorizing designees for the Secretary of Agriculture.

They have additional limitations on their use as well.

· The private entity must be sanctioned by a representative of the Cooperative Extension Service, similar in scope to the breadth of their use of the 4-H Name & Emblem (Example:  An entity with national scope cannot be sanctioned by a county educator).

· All private incorporated organizations, must obtain the authorization for use of the 4-H Name & Emblem from National 4-H Headquarters. 

· All private incorporated organizations are prohibited by federal regulation from using “4-H” in their job titles. 

· All private incorporated organizations are prohibited from extending their use of the 4-H Name & Emblem to any materials, products, projects, events or activities for which they have not received specific approval from National 4-H Headquarters.

Streamlining the 4-H Name & Emblem Process within CSREES

1. Delegate signatory authority from the Administrator to the Director of Youth Development.

· Director approves and recommends all authorizations for use.

· Signatory authority has been designated to Deputy Administrator, Families, 4-H & Nutrition.

2. Creation of a new system which divides applications between requests coming from within the Cooperative Extension System, Affiliated Groups & Private Entities, and Commercial Vendors.

4-H Name & Emblem Authorization Process

The 4-H Name & Emblem is a federally protected mark.  Everyone using that mark must have authorization to do so.  We have different mechanisms for authorizing different entities:

· State and local Cooperative Extension Services

· 4-H Clubs, Volunteer Leaders and 4-H members

· Affiliated Committees, groups and other entities

· Activities and Events

· Incorporated Groups

· Commercial Vendors

Land Grant Universities and State and local Cooperative Extension System

Authorization to use the 4-H Name & Emblem is part of 18 USC 707.

4-H Clubs, Volunteer Leaders and 4-H members

Authorized through the 4-H Charter

WHAT:  The 4-H Charter is the documentation that authorizes local clubs or similar youth development delivery methods to use the 4-H Name and Emblem.  

WHY:  If a club or program is not chartered but uses the 4-H Name & Emblem anyway and we allow it, it makes it more difficult for us to control our emblem should others want to exploit it.

HOW:  The Land Grant University and State Cooperative Extension has the authority to use the 4-H Name & Emblem but are limited in extending this authorization to others.  To authorize the clubs and programs, so that they may use the 4-H Name & Emblem, they must be chartered from National 4-H Headquarters.  There are three options available from National 4-H Headquarters to charter a club:

1. A letter that includes the appropriate language and signatures.

2. A standard charter with appropriate language and signatures.

3. The ceremonial charter with appropriate language and signatures.  This charter is available to all states, pre-printed.  Each State 4-H Program Leader will receive a bulk shipment of these charters.  Additional charters are available from National 4-H Headquarters.

Current charters are only appropriate for as long as Secretary Veneman is in office.  New charters will be provided when there is a new Secretary [only new clubs or groups being issued a new charter would be affected; groups already chartered and in good standing would keep their original charter].

Commercial Vendors

All must have written authorization which includes:

· Information alerting the vendor that the 4-H Name & Emblem is a federally protected mark under 18 USC 707

· The specific product for which permission is being granted to the vendor (never a “blanket” permission)

· A specified duration for the use

· Basic graphic standards

· Notification that National 4-H Headquarters reserves the right to review, inspect and withdraw approval at any time.

Graphic Design Basics

New “user-friendly” 4 page hand-out

· Use the official emblem (a four leaf clover with an “H” on each leaf) in its entirety.

· The stem goes to the right- don’t flip the emblem.

· Don’t put anything over the face of the emblem.

· Use the right colors.

· Don’t make it so small that you can’t read the H’s but feel free to make it as big as you like.

· Keep the proportions the same when you resize the emblem.

· Never use the emblem in any way that implies endorsement of a product or service.

· Use the numeral, not the word “four”

1

