[Zane] Dean Wei, trustees, faculty, family, friends, and fellow students, it is with great honor, joy, and optimism that we congratulate the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources class of 2009 on our tremendous academic achievement being recognized today.

We’d like to start by thanking the University of Maryland and the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources for devoting a great deal of time and effort on our behalf.  So much was made possible for us over these past few years and we want the representatives and administrators for the University of Maryland to know we are so very grateful.  

[Amanda] Today recognizes our accomplishments as individuals; however we must recognize that it took the support and guidance of many people in order for us to get here today. As a married couple in the same major, Zane and I found tremendous support and motivation in each other. We all found support and guidance in faculty, staff, friends, fellow students, and family. And we would like to acknowledge our families for their tremendous support. As we progress on our journey through life, we can continue to rely of the bonds and friendships that we made here at the University of Maryland as well as form new networks of support during our future endeavors.
[Zane] College has been a very challenging experience, both academically and personally. Each person has a different perspective as to why college has been challenging. Perhaps English isn’t your first language, or come from a disadvantaged situation, or you’re raising a family.  For us, we are first generation college students.  I can vividly remember our first semester of college, wondering if we would even pass and contemplating if college was the right decision for us.  And today despite these challenges we have succeeded and become stronger people because of it.   Even though some challenges may appear to be impossible at first, those challenges are often the most rewarding in the end.

[Amanda] Our lives are in a constant state of change. I was so shy as a child that I refused to walk at my preschool graduation and made my sister do it for me-but not today- and today I am not only walking at my college graduation but also speaking at it! No one ever thought I would change, but today I embrace those changes. Most likely, you have also changed since your preschool graduation to grow into young adults that have different goals, personalities, and skills and I hope you embrace those changes. As we continue on in our lives, we must continue to embrace the inevitable changes that will occur.   

[Zane] Fellow students change is among us, we are graduating at a pivotal time in United States history.  The economy is struggling and the manner in which we respond will set us on our path towards a new future.  However intimidating this may sound, I encourage all of us with differing expertise in food science, agriculture, animal science, plant science, economics, and other environmental sciences to take this challenge as an opportunity to employ our interdisciplinary skills to make rational decisions that will help shape a positive future.  We have the opportunity to take part in history both individually and collectively.  I encourage all of us to embrace those opportunities. 

 [Amanda] At the University of Maryland we have been taught how to critically think, conduct cost-benefit analysis, debate policies, and find rational answers. I have also learned that sometimes, it may be more appropriate to follow your heart. We got married last year when it did not seem plausible, but we knew it was right. Your heart can lead you to do things which other people can’t understand such as take a lower paying job so you can pursue a profession that you truly love or leave your career to have children. I encourage all of you to find what you truly desire and fervently pursue it. 
[Zane] I would love to leave you with some profound advice about what to expect in the future and how to go about managing the challenges you will face. Unfortunately, I lack the experience and wisdom to make such bold statements.  However, I can conclude by leaving you with a very important reminder that can be easily forgotten.  In the years to come wherever we may be, whoever we become, and whatever accomplishments we achieve we should remember the individuals who helped us in our journey.  We must realize and appreciate that the love and support given to us by family and friends and the knowledge and guidance bestowed upon us by the University of Maryland and our professors shaped who we are and gave us the means to reach our fullest potential.  

Class of 2009, we congratulate you and wish you the best of luck in your future endeavors.  Thank you.
